Book Reviews commentary. In this way the work is given continuity. In certain parts, like the sections that deal with traction in the treatment of fractures and the evolution of arthroplasty and osteotomy, we are given an excellent outline of each subject with the original papers used as landmarks in the story.
The Life of an Egyptian Doctor, by NAGUIB MAHFOUZ, with a foreword by Sir Cecil Wakeley, Bt., Edinburgh and London, E. & S. Livingstone, 1966, pp. xii, 192, illus., 40s. It is a happy touch to write one's autobiography for 'my children and my grandchildren' for if an excuse is needed, surely this is the best of all. The story is absorbing both for doctors and non-medical readers; in it the author describes his childhood, his student years and his career as a gynaecologist, a career which progressed literally step by step with the establishment of his specialty in Egypt.
Mahfouz Since 1904 Mahfouz has worked at this hospital, in private hospitals and later at the Coptic Hospital as Professor of Gynaecology, and the volume of his work over this long period of years had been immense. Seventeen years ago he produced the Book Reviews unique three volume Atlas of Mahfouz's Obstetric and Gynaecological Museum which extended to 1,276 pages and had 713 illustrations, many of them coloured. The numbers and the rarity of many of the specimens brought home to working gynaecologists that the author has had unique experience in obstetrics and gynaecology.
Professor Mahfouz has seen the renaissance of the School of Medicine in Cairo. He ascribes this to a combination of factors including the change in language for tuition from Arabic to English and the infusion of new blood in the teaching staff. He himself has made a world wide reputation as the pioneer of both obstetrics and gynaecology in the Egypt of today. He has written his autobiography as a series of self-contained chapters each describing interesting events, some of them personal and domestic, and others of quite historical importance. His style is simple narrative which is pleasant to read and suitable as a bedside book, particularly for the layman. Most gynaecologists will want to read it and a much wider public will enjoy it too. Co-incidentally it is a work of considerable value in medical history, describing how the department of obstetrics and gynaecology of the medical school of Cairo came into being, a first-hand account from one who was present throughout the period. The editors show too that the study of hypnosis is still throwing up questions. In particular, the contribution of 'role-playing' to hypnotic behaviour must challenge our thinking on the influence of social control on the content of neurotic illness. Shor and Orne not only titillate the historian's interest-Greatraks, Elliotson, Esdaile, Braid, Gurney have none of them received sufficient scholarly attention-but show up the shortcomings of any contemporary theory when put to the task of explaining hypnosis.
